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Speaker Biographies 
 
1. Alizé Carrère  
 
National Geographic Explorer & Cultural Ecologist, world-traveling scientist, writer, and 
photographer 
 
Symposium Topic: “Adapt and Thrive: Creatively Living on a Changing Planet” 
 

Alizé Carrère is a National Geographic Explorer researching and documenting climate 
change adaptation in practice. Raised in a house wrapped around a 300-year old oak tree, her 
childhood primed her for a unique perspective on what it means to respond and adapt to 
environmental change. After moving to Montreal to complete a B.A. in Environmental Sciences 
and International Development at McGill University, she spent time living in Panama before 
returning to McGill to complete an M.Sc. in Bioresource Engineering. During this time, she lived 
in the Middle East working on water resource management and electronic waste between Israel 
and Palestine.  

In 2013, Alizé received support from National Geographic to conduct research in 
Madagascar, where she spent several months uncovering an unlikely agricultural adaptation in 
response to severe deforestation. Learning from farmers who were turning erosional gullies into 
fertile pockets of farmland, her work evolved into a greater story of creativity and 
resourcefulness amongst the oft-repeated narrative of climate doom. She continues to study 
innovative adaptations to climate change, and is working on a film project that highlights the 
remarkable resilience of the human species.  

Alizé is currently pursuing a Ph.D. at the University of Miami in Ecosystem Science and 
Policy. 
 
 
 



2. Tara Douglass 
 
Owner, Brooklyn Plant Studio and Horticulturist (NY) 
 
Symposium Topic: “Beautiful Gardening with Practicality in Mind” 

 
Horticulturist by nature, Brooklyn Plant Studio owner Tara Douglass is a floral and 

garden designer based in Williamsburg, Brooklyn and Detroit. A botanical enthusiast by way of 
Missouri, Tara first fell in love with plants as a child in 4-H. When she showed African violets at 
her local county fair and went on to win “Best in Show” at the Missouri State Fair, her future in 
gardening was sealed. Tara followed her passion for plants to the horticulture department at 
Battery Park City Parks Conservancy where she worked for six years. She has studied 
horticulture and botany at The New York Botanical Garden’s School, and is an ISA Certified 
Arborist. After a year buying plants for home and garden store Terrain, Tara set off on her own 
to open Brooklyn Plant Studio. 

With sustainability and organic practices in mind, Tara’s approach to garden design is 
collaborative. Each project is unique, based on the individual client’s interests, needs, and 
space. Her floral design is inspired by a love of nature, beauty and simplicity, and her aim is 
always to help her clients weave florals into a lovely and memorable event. When she isn’t 
digging in her own backyard, traveling to gardens near and far, or talking horticulture with fellow 
plant geeks, Tara loves biking and taking pictures with real film. She lives in Williamsburg with 
her husband and two long-haired dachshunds, Biscuit and Basil. 
 
3. CeCe Haydock 
 
Landscape Architect (NY) 
 
Symposium Topic: “Beyond Gatsby: The Fabled Gardens of Long Island’s Gold Coast” 

CeCe Haydock graduated from Princeton University (B.A. English) and received a 
master’s degree in landscape architecture from the SUNY School of Environmental Science and 
Forestry. After working for the New York City Parks Department, she joined the firm, Innocenti 
and Webel in Locust Valley, NY, before starting her private practice. In 2007, she did research 
as a Visiting Scholar at the American Academy in Rome on Edith Wharton and Italian villas.  

She has lectured and written on historic Italian, French, and American gardens for Old 
Westbury Gardens, Maryland’s Ladew Topiary Gardens, Princeton University, and numerous 
garden and horticultural clubs. A vice-president of Planting Fields Foundation and a member of 
the International Council of The Preservation Society of Newport County, she is a visiting 
lecturer at the New York Botanic Garden. CeCe is currently expanding her private practice to 
include landscape sustainability and is a LEED accredited landscape architect. 

 
 

 



4. Abby Bristow 

 

Senior Project Manager, Ascent (IL) 

 

Symposium Topic: “The 606: Transforming Abandoned Infrastructure into a Linear Park” 

 

Abby is a Senior Project Manager with Ascent, a dynamic program and project 

management company that provides insightful and visionary leadership to help clients analyze, 

interpret, plan, manage and execute all phases of complex building programs. Abby has over 10 

years of experience in the design and construction industry and previously worked as an 

architect, planner, civil engineer, owner’s representative, and strategic consultant in Chicago, 

Illinois.  

Prior to joining Ascent, Abby served as a project manager for the Chicago Park District 

and led the day-to-day coordination of some of the agency’s most high-profile developments 

including the 606, a $95 million project that converted an unused, elevated rail line to a 3-mile 

linear park. Prior to joining the Chicago Park District, Abby worked for several years as a civil 

engineer for Terra Engineering in Chicago, Illinois, and focused on implementing sustainable 

best practices for infrastructure improvements, park projects, and private developments. Abby 

began her career as an architect with Stanley Beaman & Sears in Atlanta, Georgia, where she 

managed the design of healthcare facilities. Abby holds a B.S. in Architecture from the Georgia 

Institute of Technology and a Masters of Architecture from Illinois Institute of Technology. 
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